
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
A Service of Holy Communion  

The Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity 
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Welcome to St James, the parish Church of Bulkington. Thank 
you for joining us today whether you are in the building or worshipping 
from home. We are very glad to be with you.  
 
Holy Communion (or the Eucharist) is the central act of 
Christian worship. Through our community celebration of the 
Eucharist, we tell the story of God with his people throughout history, 
and proclaim that this God, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, is real 
among us.  
 
This service is being livestreamed so that as many as would 
like to can be part of our worship. 
 
As restrictions change, we want to ensure that we have the safest 
possible experience of being with each other for our worship. These 
changes will be under constant review. We ask that you care for 
yourself and others by: 

- Wearing a face covering, unless exempt from doing so. 
- Be mindful of those who wish to maintain distance from others 
- Using hand sanitiser provided 
- Follow the directions of the ministers and stewards 
- Continue giving your name for contact tracing 

 
Please give generously to support St James. You can 

-  
- Join the Parish Giving Scheme (please speak to Rev Charles 

about this) 
- Online at https://tinyurl.com/y5o6gncq 

(the QR code will take you to this page)  
- Make an electronic donation via bank 

transfer or standing order. 
- Place a cash donation (white or brown 

envelope) in the plate on the way into or 
out of Church. 
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The Gathering 
 
As the organ plays, stewards will show us to our seats and we are welcomed 
to the service: 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 
 

The Greeting  
 
The Lord be with you 
All: and also with you. 
 

 
 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution 
	  
We come to God as one from whom no secrets are hidden, 
to ask for his forgiveness and peace. 
 
Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
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Gloria in Excelsis 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

The Collect 
 
We spend a moment in quiet prayer and then the minister prays:  
 
O Lord, we beseech you mercifully to hear the prayers 

of your people who call upon you; 
and grant that they may both perceive and know 

what things they ought to do, 
and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfil them; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
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one God, now and for ever. 
All: Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 

 
Proverbs 31:10-31 

 
A capable wife who can find? 
    She is far more precious than jewels. 
11 The heart of her husband trusts in her, 
    and he will have no lack of gain. 
12 She does him good, and not harm, 
    all the days of her life. 
13 She seeks wool and flax, 
    and works with willing hands. 
14 She is like the ships of the merchant, 
    she brings her food from far away. 
15 She rises while it is still night 
    and provides food for her household 
    and tasks for her servant-girls. 
16 She considers a field and buys it; 
    with the fruit of her hands she plants a vineyard. 
17 She girds herself with strength, 
    and makes her arms strong. 
18 She perceives that her merchandise is profitable. 
    Her lamp does not go out at night. 
19 She puts her hands to the distaff, 
    and her hands hold the spindle. 
20 She opens her hand to the poor, 
    and reaches out her hands to the needy. 
21 She is not afraid for her household when it snows, 
    for all her household are clothed in crimson. 
22 She makes herself coverings; 
    her clothing is fine linen and purple. 
23 Her husband is known in the city gates, 
    taking his seat among the elders of the land. 
24 She makes linen garments and sells them; 
    she supplies the merchant with sashes. 
25 Strength and dignity are her clothing, 
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    and she laughs at the time to come. 
26 She opens her mouth with wisdom, 
    and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue. 
27 She looks well to the ways of her household, 
    and does not eat the bread of idleness. 
28 Her children rise up and call her happy; 
    her husband too, and he praises her: 
29 ‘Many women have done excellently, 
    but you surpass them all.’ 
30 Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, 
    but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised. 
31 Give her a share in the fruit of her hands, 
    and let her works praise her in the city gates. 
 
This is the word of the Lord  

All: Thanks be to God. 
 

James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 

13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your 
works are done with gentleness born of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter envy 
and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the 
truth. 15 Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, 
unspiritual, devilish. 16 For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will 
also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. 17 But the wisdom from above is 
first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. 18 And a harvest of righteousness is 
sown in peace for[a] those who make peace. 

4 Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they 
not come from your cravings that are at war within you? 2 You want something 
and do not have it; so you commit murder. And you covet[b] something and 
cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, 
because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, 
in order to spend what you get on your pleasures. 

7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you. 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you 
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This is the word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn – Be Thou My Vision 
 

1. Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, 
naught be all else to me save that thou art; 
thou my best thought in the day and the night, 
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 

2. Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word, 
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 
thou my great Father, and I thy true heir; 
thou in me dwelling, and I in thy care. 
 

3. Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fightm 
be thou my armour, and be thou my might, 
thou my soul’s shelter, and thou my high tow’r, 
raise thou me heav’nward, O Pow’r of my pow’r. 
 

4. Riches I need not, nor all the world’s praise, 
thou mine inheritance through all my days; 
thou, and thou only, the first in my heart, 
high King of heaven, my treasure thou art! 
 

5. High King of heaven, when battle is done, 
grant heaven’s joy to me, O bright heav’n’s sun; 
Christ of my own heart, whatever befall, 
still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
 

Irish 8th century, tr. Mary Byrne (1880-1931) and Eleanor Hull (1860-1935)tr. Catherine 
Winkworth (1827-1878) 
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Gospel Reading – Mark 9:30-37 
 

When the Gospel is announced the reader says 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
30 They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want 
anyone to know it; 31 for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, ‘The Son 
of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days 
after being killed, he will rise again.’ 32 But they did not understand what he was 
saying and were afraid to ask him. 

33 Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked 
them, ‘What were you arguing about on the way?’ 34 But they were silent, for 
on the way they had argued with one another about who was the 
greatest. 35 He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, ‘Whoever wants 
to be first must be last of all and servant of all.’ 36 Then he took a little child and 
put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37 ‘Whoever 
welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me 
welcomes not me but the one who sent me.’ 

 At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.     
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 
 

 
After the sermon, we share a time of quiet. 
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The Creed 
 

    We believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 
We believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
Lord, in your mercy 
All: hear our prayer 
 
At the end: 
Merciful Father, 
All: accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
The Peace 

Christ is our peace. 
He has reconciled us to God 
in one body by the cross. 
We meet in his name and share his peace. 

cf Ephesians 2.15,16 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 

Hymn – From heav’n you came 
 

1 From heav’n you came, helpless babe, 
entered our world, your glory veiled; 
not to be served but to serve, 
and give your life that we might live. 
 
This is our God, the Servant King, 
he calls us now to follow him, 
to bring our lives as a daily offering 
of worship to the Servant King. 
 

2 There in the garden of tears, 
my heavy load he chose to bear; 
his heart with sorrow was torn. 
‘Yet not my will but yours,’ he said. 
 

3 Come see his hands and his feet, 
the scars that speak of sacrifice, 
hands that flung stars into space, 
to cruel nails surrendered. 
 

4 So let us learn how to serve, 
and in our lives enthrone him; 
each other’s needs to prefer, 
for it is Christ we’re serving. 

 
Graham Kendrick (b.1950) 
© 1983 Kingsway’s Thankyou Music 
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There will not be a collection plate passed around today, but please give 
generously to support St James (details on p.2). 

 
The Eucharistic Prayer 

 
The Lord is here 
All: His Spirit is with us 
 
Lift up your hearts  
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Father, you made the world and love your creation. 
You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour. 
His dying and rising have set us free from sin and death. 
And so we gladly thank you, 
with saints and angels praising you, and saying:	  
  
 
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
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On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
All: Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
 
Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
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in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. All: Amen 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
All: Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 
All: Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
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have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 
Giving of Communion 

 
We are invited to receive the bread or a blessing 
 
Come to this table, not because you must but because you may; not 
because you are strong but because you are weak; not because you 
have arrived but because you are still on a journey; come because you 
love the Lord a little and want to love him more. Above all, come 
because he loves you and gave himself for you. 
 
 
 
If you are joining the service online, you might like to use this prayer: 

 
Prayer of Spiritual Communion 

 
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pain and insults you have borne for me. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
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Prayer after Communion 
 
Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. Amen. 
 
The Dismissal 
 
We share any notices. 
 
 

The Blessing 
 
 

The Dismissal 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
All: In the name of Christ. Amen 
 
 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material 
from which is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. 
Music used in this service is under terms of CCLI Licence 17774 and Streaming 
Licence 169385. 
 


